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Conviot garb Is now worn by a large

aumber of princes and great nobles In the
Did World, a fact called to mind by the
sensational trial not long ago of Prince
Jharles of LoosCoswarem, scion of the
formerly sovereign house of that name, on

charges of forgery and fraud.
In olden times this Strang® anomaly

/ould have been impossible, since the mere

fact of being branded as a felon on the
shoulder and forehead, and having occu¬

pied a seat in the galleys, carried with it
the loss of all nobility privileges, titles and
prerogatives.
It is in Italy and Russia t!hat instances

j>f this kind are the most frequent, owing,
In all probability, to these two countries
being afflicted with a larger number of
princes than any other. Thus, at the great
penitentiary of Maddelena, near Naples,
there are two Sicilian princes who are

flukes as well, namely, Don Francesco and
Don Pietro de Villarosa-Notarbartollo, who
are undergoing a term of penal servitude
for the cowardly murder of a youug in¬
fantry lieutenant named Leoni, who was

betrothed to their sister, the Princess Kat-
arina. The assassination took place at
Palermo, in the magnificent Villarosa pal¬
ace owned by them, and where they had
Invited the young officer to dine in the
most friendly manner. After dinner, and
after Leoni had broken bread with them,
the princes took his life by stabbing him
In the back as ha was about to leave the
palaoe.
The trial was to have taken place at Pa¬

lermo, but the two princes, like many
other great Sicilian nobles, were affiliated
with the Mafia, which rendered it abso¬
lutely impossible for the Government to
secure witnesses for the prosecution or

Jurors willing to risk their fortunes and
their lives by rendering a Just verdict. It
therefore became necessary to change the
venue to Naples, where, owing to the re¬

lations that exist between the Sicilian
Mafia and the Neapolitan Camorra, convic¬
tion was obtained with only the utmost
difficulty.
Another prince confined In the same con¬

vict prison is the Prince and Duke of Car-
acciolo dl Bella, sentenced to ten years
at hard labor for the murder of his wife.
The latter, a woman considerably younger
than himself, was renowned for her beauty
and wealth. The Princess Reglna d'Ava-
los, which was her maiden name, was re¬

garded as the greatest heiress In Southern
Italy. Orphaned at an early age, Regina
had already witnessed one sanguinary trag¬
edy before she had attained her fourteenth
year. In her presence an aunt.a woman

of the most incredible violence of temper-
had shot down and killed in cold blood
one of her farm bailiffs, who had been
guilty of soime gross insolence.
When Regina grew up, it was determined

that she should marry, and the bridegroom
chosen was a lieutenant In the navy,? who
was a brother of her aunt's husband. On
the morning of the wedding day, however,

the lieutenant was found in his apart¬
ments with his brains blown out and a

revolver by his side. It was a clear case

of suicide, but no explanation was ever

vouchsafed as to the cause of his act,
most extraordinary rumors being current
on the subject.
Eighteen months later the young Princess

married Caracciola di Bella. But the union
was an unhappy one. Hence, when one day
the Princess was poisoned, leaving a will
in which she bequeathed every cent of her
Immense fortune to the husband whom she
detested, suspicion was naturally aroused
against him on the discovery that the drug
that caused her death had been purchased
by him, he was arrested on a charge of mur¬

der, convicted and sentenced to a term of
penal servitude. '

There are at least a score of princes-
Neapolitan, Sicilian and Roman.doing time,
not including those half dozen or more

who are paying the same penalty for com¬

plicity In Socialist and Anarchist outrages
who, although treated as ordinary felous,
may be regarded as political prisoners.
Prince Erlstoff de Courie, whose title Is

of the most authentic character, and several
of whose relatives occupy offices of great
dignity at the court of Russia, served two
years In a German penitentiary for frauds
committed at Berlin, and subsequently un¬

derwent six months' Imprisonment in
France for offences of a similar character.
He likewise suffered the Ignominy of arrest
in England for swindling, In spite of all
which he was received with open arms by
New York society, the German Ambassa¬
dor, Count Arco, who was In happy igno¬
rance of his criminal antecedents, actually
giving dinners and luncheons in his honor
and officiating as his social sponsor. He
was on the point of contracting a wealthy
marriage in tills city when he was unmasked
in the nick of time by a London club man,
who had known something of his previous
history and whose statements were by the
most fortunate of chances verified by the
Scotland Yard detective, Inspector Jarvis,
who happened to be In New York after other
game, but who had been the very man to
clap the handcuffs on the Prince's wrists
In England.
There have been rumors of late that

Prince Nicholas Savine, formerly lieutenant
of the Chevalier Garde de i'lmperatrlce at
St. Petersburg, has succeeded In effecting
his escape from Saghallen, and that he Is
now in this country. Six years ago he was
sentenced by the courts of St. Petersburg
to penal servitude for life for a long suc¬
cession of crimes, comprising arson, forg¬
ery and fraud of the most colossal de¬
scription.
Prince Bartenieff. an officer Of Hussars

and son of the well-known statesman and
Marshal of the Court of Emperor Alex¬
ander II., Is now on the point of complet¬
ing, not in Siberia, but in the great Lake
Prison to the east of St. Petersburg, a term
of eight years' penal servitude for the
murder of a Polish actress at Warsaw. He
blew her brains out In a fit of jealousy
when about to bid farewell to her, previous
to their final parting. It vras solely the
late Czar's appreciation of the long and
faithful service of his father that saved
him from death.
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Is f\(r\oy,
Amoy, In southeastern China, possesses

Cio unique distinction of being the dirtiest
city in the world. Though as one of the
"open ports" It has been in contact -with
European commerce and civilization for over
half a century. Aside from the quarter where
the foreigners live, the streets reek with
filth, and the air is heavy with, stenches so
poisonous they can be endured by no one
but a Chinaman who has been reared among
them.
The city of Amoy is on an Island of the

same name, and possesses one of the finest
harbors along the Chinese coast. Some 150
years ago It had a population of ever a mill¬
ion, but the latest estimates obtainable say
that its Inhabitants number hardly a tenth
of that now. Properly speaking, here are
two cities, an outer and an Inner, the latter
being a sort of citadel, perched upon some
rocky hills and encircled by a massive wall.
It is. the outer town, which lies along and
around the harbor, at the mouth of the Lung
Klang River, which Is, for the most part,
the paradise of fclth and disease.
The streets, in some forgotten dynasty,

are said to have been paved #ith granite,
but the accumulation of decades of tilth ara
so deep as to leave this statement open to
doubt. The thoroughfare of this Chinese
town are even worse from every sanitary
point of view than those of the other cities
of the empire. They are, on the average,
twelve feet in width, but their depth is un¬

knowable, for during the season of the rains
they turn to rivers of liquid mud.

In this particular part of the city the
ground is fairly level, and an attempt Vras
once made to construct a system of drain¬
age, but vestiges of these drains exist.
At almost every door stands a large vessel,

in which offal and everything else offensive
to the European eye and nostril is thrown.
This Is a custom prevailing In nearly every
great city of China, and for this reason na¬
tives of Amoy look surprised at the "foreign
devil," who, as he enters one of their
6treets for the first time, grows pale and
sick.
In dry weater the streets are deep with

fine dust, and the a!r is quite as badly
tainted as during the rainy season, though
the quality of some of the most character¬
istic smells undergoes a slight change. It
would not be so bad If there was a chance
for the wind to have full sweep once In a
while through these narrow streets, but
they are all covered wholly or In part with
awnings, which in fair weather keep out
the sun, and In the rainy season afford In¬
effectual protection against the wet, but
always prevent the air from circulating
freely.
Another thing which makes the atmos¬

phere of the street retain its pollution, no
matter how much of a breeze may be mov¬
ing above the low housetops, Is the fact
that the streets are tortuou3 beyond de¬
scription, their Irregularity being made to
UMu even creator on account of the way

the corners of many of the houses project
out Into the streets, making a series of
sharp turnings necessary for pedestrians.
Horses and carriages, of course, are un¬

known, for there is hardly room, even un¬
der the best conditions, for the long flies of
people to brush past each other.
Much has been written regarding the peo¬

ple who throng the narrow streets of this
and other Chinese cities, but one thing that
is especially noticeable is the vast number
of beggars, the most of whom are afflicted
with some sort of repulsive disease. The
ammonlaeal gases and the ever present
foul smells are the cause of many sorts of
disfiguring maladies, as well as the epi¬
demics of fever, smallpox and other filth-
bred contagious diseases which periodically
decimate the dense population.
Next to the people In Arnoy streets the

most striking thing among living objects
is the vast number of dogs. They are all
about a foot high, and two feet long, with
bristling, pale, dirty yellow or black hair,
and tails that curl up high over the back.
They cannot run very rapidly, owing to the
unusual stralghtness of their hind legs,
which makes their attempts at rapid loco¬
motion seem awkward. They all have
black eyes, and all possess this striking
peculiarity.the lnsides of their lips,
mouths and tongues are black.
In Amoy, as in other Chinese cities, there

are regular markets where dog meat Is sold,
the animals which supply it being reared
expressly for the table. Their flesh is quite
expensive, so much so that it is considered
a luxury far out of the reach of all but those
111 good circumstances. These dogs are gen¬
erally so'd alive, in cages, and keep up a

frightful yePlng. which is accelerated when
a customer approaches, for then ensues a

thorough pintllInS and prodding of the poor
beast's body t0 And out if he Is tender.
They are fed 011 rice, which fattens them,
and is said to their flesh a delicious
flavor. In the s'uue market kittens are sold
alive for food. S black cat or a black dog
will always comii.and a higher price amon 3;
the people of Amoy, because their meat, es¬

pecially if eaten in miusummel'. Is supposed
to insure health and si'"enffth during the
year to come.

Despite the fact that many christian mis¬
sions have been established, Infa"?A'c:'l*e Is
still very common In Amoy. Some years
ago a Mr. Abeel made a thorough inves Ra¬
tion. He found that in some places the?."
portion of female infants murdered annuai'y
rose as high as one-third, while the average
was one-fourth. One of eight brothers
told him that only three girls were left
among all their children, sixteen having
been killed.
The reasons Chinese parents give for com¬

mitting these murders are various. The
custom is far less prevalent among the richthan It is with the poorer classes, for with
the latter the girl child must be sold if the
means of the family are not sufficient todower her richly enough to insure a hus¬band.
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Seasoi? of 1896.
Those who hare made up their mints that

the Dunraven fiasco of 1895 Is golag 1o
spoil the yachting season of 18!M5 In Ameri¬
can waters will wake up on the morning of
July 4, when one of the chief racing events
of the year takes place.the annual regatta
of the Larchmont Yacht Club.and wondtr
where all the boats come from.
Talk as they may, it Is a fact that mort

yachts are being built to race and to cruise
during the season of 189G than ever before
In the history of yachting In this country.
According to actual count the boats being
built up to date are no les3 than 171, of
which 23 are steamers. 7 schooners, 107
sloops, 6 auxiliary yachts and 11 cat boats.
t)f the 107 sloops, 67 are what are known
as half raters, the new racing class that is
bound to be popular next Summer. There
are also 22 boats for the new 30-foot racing
class. The balance Is made up of yawls
and launches.
Five of the steamers, the largest of all,

have been built in English yards for their
American owners, who evidently believe
they can get a better article for their
money over there. That would seem to be
the logical conclusion, but it does not really
stand investigation, for It is conceded that
American steam yachts of the present day
are quite as handsome and speedy as any
that have been imported. Peter A. B.
Wldener's new steam yacht Josephine, de¬
signed by Lewis Nixon, for instance, and
so successfully launched from his Crescent
shipyard at Elizabeth the other day, will,
when completed, compare favorably with
any product of a British yard In point of
beauty, speed and comfort.
Another handsome steam yacht of 1896

will be the big ope Just plated up ajt the
Erie Basin. She is being built for M. C. D.
Borden,trof this city, from the designs of
J. Reavor Webb. Down at Bath, Me., two
splendid boats have been built.the Illawar-
ra, for Eugene Tompkins, of Boston, and
the Peregrine, for Ralph H. White, of the
same city. The former measures 129 feet
over aU, and the latter 158 feet.
Richard Stevens has had a very fine yacht

built for him at Roach's yard, Chester, Pa.,
from designs by Gardner & Cox. She is
140 feet over all. The Seaburys, up at
Nyack, have built one of the same dimen¬
sions for J. P. Duncan, of this city. She is
called the Kanawha. One for Charles
Flelschmann, from the same yard, was re¬
cently christened Hiawatha. She measures
135 feet. Stll lanother of the Seaburys is
the Mayita, an eighty-five footer.
E. S. Renwick is having a 129-feet steamer

built at Port Jefferson by James If. Baylis.
Of the British built steam yachts, the

Areturus is a fine one. Messrs. Ramage &
Ferguson are building her at Leith from
designs of St. Clair Byrne. She was
launched in October, 1895, and is now

ready for her owner, Rutherfurd Stuyves-
ant, of New York. From George L. Wat¬
son's design, J. & G. Thompson, at Clyde¬
bank, are turning out a magnificent steam
yacht for Ogden Goelet and his brother Rob¬
ert. She will be the largest of all, It is

said, being about 1,700 tons register, and
measuring 311 feet over all. A. J. Drexel,
of Philadelphia. Is having a 239-foot watet
line boat built at Troon, Scotland. Site is
to be a twin-screw yacht, and very fast.
Eugene Hlggins, of New York, has ;ilso

gone almost to the limit on a steam yacht.
The one that A. & J. Inglis have built J°or
him, at Glasgow, from Watson's design, Is
260 feet on the water line, and a veritable
floating palace, it is said.
David Dows, Jr., of this city, has also

splendid 247-ton steel steam yacht con¬
structed by tlhe Cramps at Philadelphia'..
She Is called Thespla, and she will be com¬
manded by Captain Wit!hey, who superin¬
tended her construction. On her trial she
did not come up to contract speed- Cap¬
tain Withey Insisted on better work, and
he got it.
F. W. Morgan, of Chicago, has departed

from the beaten rule In yacht building in
the vessel that the Racine Boat Works are

building for him. She Is constructed like a

ram, having a water line length of 140
feet and being ten feet shorter over alL
She has engines that will drive her eigh¬
teen knots, and she Is to be- fitted almost
exactly t"he same as a man-of-war, so that
she can be turned into a cruiser, with guns
mounted In their proper places at short
intervals. A somewhat similar yacht, only
of the torpedo boat type, is the Oneonta,
designed by Gardner & Cox last year for F.
C. Dinninny, Jr. She Is 140 feet over all,
and 132 feet on the water line.
While the cup defender Colonia can hard¬

ly be classed as a new boat now, she Is
coming out in a brand-new schooner rig,
with-a suit of sails that ought to drive hef
very fast through the water. Cary Smith
says she'll go, and he ought to know, foor
he has designed her sail plan and fitted a

centreboard in her.
Just how fast she will be-vr«alnft»tt> m

seen, but it Is safe to say th*t h«c Mir
owner, Clarence Postley, will lea*« notMnf
undone to make her give a g account
of herself In a breeze. Her special rlvtj
in these waters will be J. Rogers Max
well's schooner Emerald, and when thee
two meet the race will be worth going i

long way to see.

At East Boston, Martin is finishing up t

sixty foot schooner for Herbert Foster
Otis, but aside from theso* fhere.^re net
many two stickers building for racing
There are several auxiliary schooners under
way, and Cary Smith has turned out ax
extremely handsome yawl of 63 feet ove:
all, and 43 feet water line for Chestex
Chapln, of the New York Yacht Club. She
was built down at Tampa, Fla.
Two thirty foot sloops will be seea fioin

William Gardner's design, and at least a
dozen of that dimension from the Herres-
hoffs at Bristol. All these boats are to lje
built from the same mould, and when th«
time comes the men who have ordered
them, will draw lots for them. When they
iace, which will be every week after the
season opens on Long Island Sound or
down the bay, the man who shows hlmsel/
the best amateur skipper is the one \rh<
will win. There will be some exciting ?oi>
tests in this class under the rules

Seieptifie pood
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Berlin, April 2..The experiments of Dr.
Springer regarding the Improvement of the
human race have been and are being dis¬
cussed with deep earnestness.
The whole affair is asserted to be an an¬

swer to the questions, "How to Make Chil¬
dren Grow?" and "Is It possible to aid
nature in producing large specimens of
humanity in the same manner as various
races have been improved by appropriate
breeding and hygienic feeding?"
In a recent conversation with a physician

who assisted in Dr. Springer's experiments,
I found there was much basis for the earn¬
est consideration the matter is receiving.
"Dr. Springer," said the physician, "far

from believing in the hue and cry of the al¬
leged increasing degeneracy of the human
frame, has for years advocated the opinion
that science was bound to find ways and
means for adding to the health and strength
and the increase In size or stature of the
human race by natural process.
"The matter of growth, he calculated, is

a complicated phenomenon not easily ex¬

plained to the ordinary mind. It would,
therefore, be useless, from a practical point
of view, to turn inventive facilities in the
direction of pre-natal influence. The gen¬
eral run of parents will not understand the
Importance, or even the value of precaution¬
ary measures to be taken before the child is
born.
"There is still another point. Stature is

largely a matter of heredity. This natural
factor, which is generally recognized, be¬
comes in popular estimation a subject of
prejudice. A small woman married to a

man of equal or medium size says to herself:
'How can I become the mother of a child
that will be of large size, neither myself nor

my*husband being of much stature?'
"Dr. Springer accordingly concluded that

he must begin his campaign at a point
where results manifested themselves even to
unthinking people by ocular demonstration.
The height of the body depends upon the
size of the bony structure. Bones are com¬

posed of elements in which phosphate and
carbonate of lime predominate. With the
nervous system, tod, phosphates enter into
the composite ingredients. Taking these
simple and indisputable facts for a basis.
Dr. Springer decided that the physical im¬

provement of members of the human race

could be accomplished by adding phosphates
in a much larger proportion than is now

done to the nourishment of children.
"Every medical man knows," says Dr.

Springer, "that part of the phosphate
abounding in the bones to the extent of 57

per cent of their entire mixture is formec
within the organism by action of the brain
but the greater quantity by far was Intro
duced into the body by way of phosphath
food. Where such nourishment Is wantini
to a pronounced degree, the bones lose theli
firmness and fractures ,do not readily unite
Often a constitutional disease known in pop

Iular parlance by the name of 'rickets,' an<

characterized by curvatures of the shafts o

the long-bones of arms and legs, occurs la
such cases.
"In Glasgow, for Instance, we have ex¬

amples of this terrible Illness where the
weight of the body acting on bones not fortt
fled by earthy salts causes them to bend.
In children sb afflicted the shins are ab¬
normally arched, the ankles are misformed
and the chest is often so affected as to
cause pigeon-breast.
"To cure rickets many physicians used to

prescribe lime salts, but this treatment hav¬
ing proved generally unsatisfactory, I re¬
fused to take it into consideration as a possi¬
ble means of aiding children's growth by im¬
proving their bones.
"With the exception of the ordinary salt,

no other phosphates should be taken by
man In their natural state, on account of
their indigestibleness, for these element!
become digestible only after their asslmlla/-
tlon by plants suitable for human food.
"A long series of experiments has taught

me that extracts from cereals, obtainable
everywhere, are the best bone builders, and
therefore the best children's growth perfect-
ors. Every poor man has access to the most
natural remedy, which I herewith announce,
at a nominal cost.
"Take two soupspoonfuls each of corn, bar.

ley, oats, rye, maize and bran, boll In four
quarts of water thre^ hours, allow to cool,
and then strain through a sieve. If mora
than three-quarters of the liquid has evap¬
orated, add enough water to make a quart.
"The yellowish fluid obtained is quite pal¬

atable, and Its taste may be improved by
the add^ion of milk for children and of cog¬
nac or cherry brandy for grown people,
these admixtures not in any way interfering
with the hygienic virtues of the extract.
"I have experimented with the extracts

on animals first, obtaining larger specimens
in every case tried. Then I had several chil¬
dren successively placed under my cafe, and
the results surpassed anticipations. The ex¬

tract proved blood and muscle making, it
bettered the nervous system of the body and
increased to a remarkable degree the Inten¬
sity of the growth of bone structure.
"Dr, Springer," continued my informant

"is not a man oftheory, content with haviuf
pointed out a new natural means of improv¬
ing the human race. On the contrary,
warns parents against employing It unles
at the same time they will take the troukl
to give their children the benefit of physical
exercise, by which particular limbs, either
singly or in combination, are rendered more
pliant and stronger. In babies the exercise
must take the shape of massage, but as soon

'

as the little ones? can walk they taust be
I taught to exert every part of their frame

according to the ordinary laws of gyiunas-
. tics, beginning with elementary movements

in order to render every part of the body
; supple, and gradually developVng the several

muscles. Naturally, precaution against ex-
' cessive fatigue should be taken, for that
r would spoil all.

"Dr. Springer's idea is that the develop¬
ment of the muscles aids that of the boil#,
the growth of which should correspond wits
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